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More than ever before, students in higher education will apply what they learn in university to
professional careers that don’t yet exist. To become global leaders and valuable citizens of today and
tomorrow, our students must learn to be independent critical thinkers, to be societally and ethically
responsible, and to have a broad understanding of the world.

Innovative teaching strategies don’t always mean introducing the latest and greatest technology into
the classroom. Instead, innovative teaching is the process of proactively introducing new teaching
strategies and methods into the classroom. The purpose of introducing these new teaching strategies
and methods is to improve academic outcomes and address real problems to promote equitable
learning.

In many ways, applying innovative teaching strategies to the classroom is a tacit understanding that
our teaching methods can be improved. It accepts the need to grow and develop, which is exactly what
we ask of our students. What better way to lead than by example?

In this post, we talk about popular innovative teaching strategies that help drive better student
outcomes. These strategies often focus on student engagement. After all, students that are actively
engaged in their learning are less likely to be absent from the class and more likely to succeed
academically.

It is important to take a student-centric approach to our methods. As a student, do we gain more from
class by sitting passively in our seats for a 45-minute lecture? Or, are we more likely to learn by
actively participating in the class by asking questions, collaborating on projects, and problem-solving?
Let’s look at ten innovative teaching strategies that teachers use in their classrooms to improve student
engagement and academic outcomes.

Review the following innovative teaching strategies and consider how you can use them in your
classroom to improve student engagement. The drive to innovate in the classroom should always
consider how such innovations can improve student outcomes. The goal of teaching is to promote
learning. The strategies we deploy are to promote learning. Trying out different strategies in the
classroom is an iterative process to help us promote learning more effectively and successfully.

Here some innovative teaching strategies that you can use them in your teaching process:
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In a flipped classroom, students review lecture material at home and work on projects and assignments
in the classroom. Students in the flipped classroom complete coursework typically sent home as
homework in class. The flipped classroom provides a great space for peer-to-peer collaboration.
Students can engage one another to complete group projects, debates, and practice. Teachers are not
the center of the flipped classroom. Instead, teachers are more flexible, addressing personalized help
and direction for students and student groups as they complete their work.

Personalized learning adapts what, when, and how we are teaching each student. Instead of selecting a
singular method or strategy to teach the whole class, teachers adapt to the strengths of each student to
help them succeed. The personalized learning experience is like how we experience different online
tools where algorithms tailor our online experiences to meet our interests. When you go to one site,
you may see certain content float to the top where | will see something different based on my viewing
history or searches. Personalized learning provides a catered learning experience and methods that are
optimized for individual students. Though these individualized learning journeys are different for each
student, the end goal is subject mastery or meeting standards for their grade level. So, we can think of
these as different paths leading to the same place.

Project-based learning is an effective method that helps students drive their own learning journey. In a
PBL exercise, students identify a real-world problem then develop a solution. Project-based learning
relies on developing key skill sets such as research, critical thinking, problem-solving, and
collaboration. Project-based learning is an active method of learning where students gain mastery
through the application of their knowledge rather than rote memorization. Like the flipped classroom,
the teacher’s role becomes that of a guide and the students take ownership of their learning.

Inquiry-based learning develops thinking and problem-solving skills. Instead of driving the class
through a lecture-style format, the teacher poses questions, scenarios, and problems. Students then
research these topics individually or in groups to formulate their answers. They can then present their
findings and supporting evidence to the class along with the other students. Students are then able to
further develop their answers by listening to what other students have found as well as identifying
areas that require more attention and detail.

Blended learning combines physical and online learning experiences that give students more control
over the time, place, path, and pace of instruction. Check out our previous post on blended learning to
learn all you need to know. What’s exciting about blended learning is that it provides traditional
classroom experiences as well as online tools and learning opportunities. It’s not an all-or-nothing
method. Still, technology is a key component of blended learning as it is for students in the real world.
The flexibility of blended learning enables students to have more control over their learning methods —
perhaps they’ll watch online lectures at home and engage in peer groups for collaborative activities or
maybe they’ll prefer to join lecture-based virtual classes and do their homework independently.

Feedback is incredibly important. Students need to learn how to offer constructive feedback as well as
accept feedback. Provide students with a mechanism for providing feedback. In a virtual classroom,
feedback tools like polling or emojis are a great way for quick feedback cycles. You can even
challenge or ask students to expand upon their feedback then ask other students with opposing
opinions to discuss why they think differently.

Many of the innovative learning strategies we discussed are active learning strategies. Active learning
methods encourage students to discuss, contribute, participate, investigate, and create. Active learning
challenges students by questioning them, requiring problem-solving and critical thinking. Most
importantly, active learning engages students and requires them to be active in the classroom. Students
that participate in their learning are more likely to succeed in your class.
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These strategies are used to inspire creativity and success in the classroom. Change is necessary and
through change, we are bound to fail or miss a beat. However, failing is ok. One of the most important
lessons we teach our students is that they need to try and if they fail, then that’s ok. Failing is ok as
long as we take lessons from that and try again.

Though these strategies seem like we are taking a big leap into something new, we don’t have to apply
them to our entire teaching strategy. Think of how you can use one or the other for a specific lesson.
Maybe some subjects lend themselves to a project-based learning exercise while others benefit from
simply asking open-ended questions.

Keep your ears and eyes open. Many teachers are going through this journey with you. There are some
fantastic examples online that you can use as source material for your classroom experiments.

Try out different technologies like recording video lectures or using virtual classrooms when
appropriate to venture into the digital experience. Maybe even have your students create their own
videos to teach and inform other students — our students are already creating videos with their friends,
so maybe we can leverage their excitement and put it to good academic use.

As long as we’re innovating, we are growing. Give it a go, it’s always an exciting time to be in the
classroom. It’s especially exciting now while many are looking to introduce innovative teaching
strategies as solutions to the challenge students face today.
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