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Abstract. This article explores the role of cultural context in the study of the Russian 

language for foreigners. Understanding cultural heritage helps to comprehend the history 

and cultural peculiarities of the country, as well as establish better relationships with 

Russian people. Overall, understanding cultural context is a key factor for successful 

learning of the Russian language and integration into Russian culture. 
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Intercultural communication and translation are processes that arise when people from 

different cultures interact. They can be very complex and lead to various problems if cultural 

differences are not taken into account. 

One of the main problems of intercultural communication is the misunderstanding of 

cultural differences. Each culture has its unique traditions, customs, and norms of behavior. 

If a person is not aware of these peculiarities, they may misunderstand or misinterpret a 

message, which can lead to conflicts or misunderstandings. 

Another problem of intercultural communication is the difference in languages. Words and 

expressions can have different meanings in different languages. In addition, grammar and 

sentence structure can differ, which can make it difficult to understand the message. The 

translator must be very careful and accurate to avoid mistakes and misunderstandings. 

Another problem of intercultural communication is the improper use of gestures and facial 

expressions. Gestures and facial expressions can have different meanings in different 

cultures. For example, in one culture, a smile may mean friendliness, while in another, it 

may mean dislike. If a person is not aware of these differences, they may send the wrong 

signal to their interlocutor. 

Another problem of intercultural communication is culture shock. Culture shock is a 

condition that occurs when a person moves to another country or works with people from a 

different culture. The person may experience stress, confusion, and discomfort due to not 

understanding new traditions and customs. This can lead to difficulties in communication 

and work. 
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There are several ways to solve the problem of intercultural communication and translation. 

Firstly, it is necessary to take into account cultural differences and study the peculiarities of 

other cultures. Secondly, it is important to be attentive and accurate when translating 

messages. Thirdly, it is necessary to avoid using gestures and facial expressions that can be 

misunderstood. And finally, it is important to prepare for culture shock and be ready for 

changes. 

In general, intercultural communication and translation can be complex processes, but they 

can be successfully overcome by taking cultural differences into account and being attentive 

and accurate in communication. Russian culture has a rich heritage that reflects its history 

and traditions. Russian literature, music, art, and architecture are part of the world's cultural 

heritage. 

Russian culture is also known for its unique traditions and customs that influence the way 

communication is perceived. For example, Russian people usually show great respect for 

elders and authorities. 

Russian culture is also characterized by the idea of collectivism and family values, which are 

reflected in language and communication. Family is a very important aspect of Russian 

culture, and people usually spend a lot of time together with their families. 

Religion also plays an important role in Russian culture. Orthodoxy is the dominant religion 

in Russia and influences many aspects of culture and language. Russian people usually show 

great respect for the church and religious traditions. 

Historical events also influence Russian culture and language. For example, the Great 

Patriotic War left a deep mark on Russian culture, and many expressions and words related 

to this period are still used in the Russian language. 

Overall, the cultural context of Russian culture is a very important aspect when studying the 

Russian language and understanding Russian people and their customs. Cultural norms and 

values play an important role in the way Russian people communicate. For example, respect 

for elders and authority is shown in forms of address and word choice. Russian people 

usually use the formal "you" when communicating with strangers or older people. 

Collectivism and family values also influence communication style. Russian people usually 

show great care for their loved ones and are ready to help them in any situation. Historical 

events can also influence communication style. For example, after the Great Patriotic War, 

Russian people became more inclined to express their feelings and emotions. This is 

reflected in word choice and intonation during communication. 

In general, cultural norms and values have a significant impact on the way Russian people 

communicate. Understanding these aspects can help to better understand Russian culture and 

improve communication with Russian people. The cultural context plays an important role 

in language comprehension, as it determines what meanings and connotations may be 

associated with certain words and expressions. For example, the word "soul" in the Russian 

language has a broader meaning than in English and can be used in different contexts related 

to emotions and spirituality. 

The cultural context can also influence the choice of words and expressions when 

communicating. For instance, in some cultures, the use of direct language may be 
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considered rude or inappropriate, so people may prefer to use indirect expressions or 

metaphors. 

In addition, the cultural context can determine communication rules and etiquette. For 

example, in some cultures, it is necessary to show great respect for elders and authorities, 

while in others, it is important to show openness and straightforwardness. 

Understanding the cultural context can help avoid misunderstandings and conflicts when 

communicating with people from different cultures. It can also help to better understand and 

respect the culture of others and broaden one's horizons. 

Studying the cultural context of language is an important aspect for successful interaction 

with native speakers. Knowing cultural nuances helps to understand which expressions and 

words may be offensive or inappropriate in a certain culture, as well as which forms of 

communication are acceptable. 

Furthermore, studying the cultural context can help improve communication and establish 

better relationships with native speakers. This can lead to a deeper understanding of other 

cultures and respect for differences. 

Overall, knowledge of the cultural context of language is a key factor in successful 

interaction with native speakers, establishing good relationships, and achieving better results 

in intercultural communication. For foreigners learning the Russian language, knowledge of 

Russian cultural norms and values is necessary for a full understanding of the language and 

culture. Russian culture has its unique features that may be incomprehensible to foreigners 

unfamiliar with this culture. 

Studying the cultural norms and values of Russia helps to understand the history and cultural 

heritage of the country. Russian culture has a rich history that has influenced many aspects 

of life in Russia today. Knowledge of this history and cultural heritage helps to understand 

why Russian people act and think the way they do. 

Furthermore, knowledge of the cultural norms and values of Russia helps to establish better 

relationships with Russian people. Russian people value respect for their culture and 

traditions, so knowledge of these norms and values can help establish good relationships and 

avoid misunderstandings. 

Overall, studying the cultural norms and values of Russia is necessary for a full 

understanding of Russian culture and its history, as well as for establishing better 

relationships with Russian people. 

Learning Russian as a foreign language is a complex process that requires not only 

knowledge of grammar and vocabulary, but also understanding of cultural context. Cultural 

context includes cultural, social, and historical aspects that are necessary for a full 

understanding of the language and its use in real life. 

Many studies emphasize the importance of cultural context in teaching Russian as a foreign 

language. It helps students understand cultural differences between their country and Russia, 

as well as better understand Russian literature, music, cinema, and other aspects of culture. 

Moreover, cultural context helps students avoid misunderstandings and conflicts when 

communicating with native speakers. Knowledge of cultural norms and traditions allows 



Volume – 2 | Issue – 4 | April – 2023 

Procedia of Philosophical and Pedagogical Sciences   ISSN 2795-546X Page 139 

 

students to be more confident and successful in communicating with Russian speakers. 

Thus, the role of cultural context in learning Russian cannot be underestimated. It is an 

integral part of education and helps students gain a more complete and profound 

understanding of the language. 
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